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G. A Prince is in the same position as a British Officer; he has to obey.
H   N. B     Then can you leave the Punces under the control of the Viceroy? G.    We must get control for the Indian Government H   N  B     But don't they prefer to be under the Viceroy p
G. Ask any of them, and they'll say so. But deep down in their heart of hearts is it possible that they can be content? After all, they're the same colour as we arc. They arc Indians.
H N B But they gain something under the present anangerncnt which you could never allow. The bureaucracy exacts politeness from them, and political correctitude, but it allows them to tieat their subjects pretty much as they please
G. "Politeness" isn't the word for it. Say rather eabject submission5. Not one of them can call his soul his own. The Nizam may start some project or other. An angry letter from the Viceroy is enough to stop him. You know what happened in Lord Reading's time
H N B. Apart from this question of control, is there any hope of legislation on behalf of your *'half-starved millions'* if the Princes are to nominate 40 per cent of the membership of the Fedeial Legislatuie?
G. We can deal with them as we have dealt with you. It will be much easier.
H. N B I think their reply would be rather more brutal than ours We used the lathi. They would use the nflc.
G. That's your race pride. That's right. I like you for it. All of us ought to have it. But you don't realize how much British power in India rests on prestige. Indians arc hypnotized by it. You are a brave race, and your reputation enables you to overawe us. I've seen the same thing in South Africa, The Zulus are a fighting race and yet a Zulu will tremble at the sight of a revolver, even if it isn't loaded. If we get into conflict with the Princes, they won't have the advantage of your prestige. If our people have to face Mahratta troops, they will say to themselves: 'We are Mahrattas, too.' Talking of South Africa gives me a precedent for the change that we want to bring about in our relations with the Princes. Swaziland used to be under the control of Downing Street, but when the Union was formed control was transferred to it. In the same way we argue that the Princes ought to be transferred to the control of an Indian Government.